
MEMO:  Licensing Unit 

To Licensing Unit Date 7  July 2020 

Copies 

From Jayne Tear Telephone 020 7525 0396 

Email jayne.tear@southwark.gov.uk 

Subject Re: Theo’s, 2-4 Grove Lane, London, SE5 8SY 

– Application to vary a premises licence

I write with regards to the above application to vary a premises licence submitted by East 12
th
 

Restaurants under the Licensing Act 2003, which seeks to add the following licensable activities: 

• Supply of alcohol (off the premises) on Sunday to Thursday from 12:00 to 23:00 and on Friday and
Saturday from 12:00 to 23:30

• Overall opening times shall be on Sunday to Thursday from 08:00 to 23:30 and on Friday and
Saturday from 08:00 to 00:00

• To extend garden opening hours by one hour to 22:00 on Monday to Saturday and to 21:00 on
Sunday

My representation is based on the Southwark Statement of Licensing policy 2019 – 2021 and relates 
to the licensing objectives for the prevention of crime and disorder and the prevention of public 
nuisance. 

This premise is situated within the Camberwell District Town Centre Area and also falls within the 
Camberwell Cumulative Impact Policy Area. 

My representation is based on the Southwark Statement of Licensing policy 2019 – 2021 and relates 
to the licensing objectives for the prevention of crime and disorder and the prevention of public 
nuisance. 

This premises had previously held a premises licence, whereby the back garden area was used. The 
council had received complaints in the past, of noise from patrons using the back garden area from a 
as resident who lives in very close proximity to the premises back garden area. To address those 
concerns, when this original licence was applied for, I requested that the back garden area closed at 
20:00 on each day and after conciliation with the applicant the following conditions (that are now on 
the current licence) were agreed: 

341 That the rear garden and all doors and windows from the indoor licensable area to the rear of 
the premises shall close at 20.00pm on Sunday and 21.00pm Monday to Saturday. 

305 That signage shall be displayed at the entrance to the back garden stating that the area is 
closed to patrons from 20.00 on Sunday and 21.00 on Monday to Saturday. 
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This application does not ask to remove or amend the above conditions. It merely states that it is the 
intention to extend garden opening hours by one hour to 22:00 on Monday to Saturday and to 21:00 
on Sunday. 

I seek clarification regarding conditions 341 and 305 and whether it was the intention to amend them 
by adding on the extra hour. As within the application the following question is asked ‘please identify 
those conditions imposed on the licence which you believe could be removed as a consequence of the 
proposed variation you are seeking’ and the applicant has answered – NONE. This means that 
conditions 341 and 305 will still be on the licence and in conflict if the garden were allowed to open for 
an extra hour as requested. 

Furthermore due to the limited information on the application form and to promote the licensing 
objectives I ask the applicant to consider adding the following conditions to the operating schedule to 
promote the licensing objectives: 

• Any ‘off sales’ of alcohol shall be provided in sealed containers and taken away from the premises

• That clear legible signage shall be prominantely displayed where it can be easily seen and read,
requesting that alcohol sold as ‘off sales’ should not be opened and consumed in the vicinity of the
premises.

I welcome any discussion with the applicant to consider the above representation. 

Southwark’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2019 – 2021 can be found on the following link: 
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business/licences/business-premises-licensing/licensing-and-gambling-
act-policy 

Jayne Tear 
Principal Licensing Officer 
In the capacity of Licensing Authority as a Responsible Authority 



From: Simon Leaver 
Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2020 3:24 PM 
To: Heron, Andrew 
Cc: Tear, Jayne; Regen, Licensing; Franklin, David; Theo Lewis 
Subject: Re: REPRESENTATION RE THEO'S 

Jayne, Andrew - I can confirm that the conditions 341 and 305 need to be amended by adding an 
extra hour.  

Jayne - 

1. Regarding the 2 conditions you have suggested we add, I can confirm we are in agreement to add
the first condition "Any ‘off sales’ of alcohol shall be provided in sealed containers and taken away
from the premises”. Regarding the second condition, given the extensive signage we already need to
display for customers such as menus, Challenge 25, opening/closing times, information regarding
how the restaurant operates safely whilst we are still in the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic, we do
not believe another sign telling customers to consume off sales outside the immediate vicinity will
be noticed / effective. Instead we would propose a condition that our staff are trained to
communicate this information to customers verbally every time they purchase off sales.

2. Regarding the extended garden hours, I think it is important to make two points

a) My understanding is that there has never been a specific complaint about noise from customers in
the rear garden of the restaurant. We police the space meticulously and since we have a dedicated
member of staff looking after customers there in the evenings I feel confident in saying we would be
able to spot and deal with any customer issue extremely quickly. Furthermore we have had just one
complaint since 2017 relating to noise and this was caused by a customer opening the door to the
garden after it had been closed and the noise from inside the restaurant spreading out and up.
Following that incident we changed our staff procedures to physically lock the door at garden closing
time, which has prevented the issue ever arising again.

b) From a practical, financial perspective having extended access to external space is critical to the
financial viability of the restaurant. We cannot have external seating at the front of the restaurant so
the garden provides us with extremely valuable space to seat diners when the weather permits. The
UK Government is actively encouraging the increased use of outdoor space for the hospitality
industry and we believe our proposal for one extra hour of use daily is reasonable given the context.

Kind regards 
Simon 

Simon Leaver 

_________________________
Co-Founder, THEO’S

Response to licensing 
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Licensing Department
Licensing Department

Place and Wellbeing Department
Planning Division

Our ref: CE/20/0221
Your ref: 872517

Contact: Michael Wood
Tel: 0207 525 3189

Email: michael.wood@southwark.gov.uk
Website: http://planning.southwark.gov.uk

Date: 23 June 2020

Dear Sir/Madam  

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (as amended)

REQUEST FOR FORMAL OBSERVATIONS ON A PROPOSAL

APPLICATION: CE/20/0221 
PROPOSAL: Service for variation of premises licence.
AT: 2-4 Grove Lane London Southwark

No comment is required on the proposal. For information purposes only, the applicant must 
maintain the closing/opening hours as described within approved planning condition 3 of 
16/AP/0166 that states:

3. The use hereby permitted for a restaurant (Use Class A3) shall not be carried on outside the
hours of 08:00 to 23:30 on Sunday to Thursday and 08:00 - 00:00 (midnight) on Friday and
Saturdays. The additional use hereby permitted for takeaway delivery service (Use Class A5)
shall only operate during the hours of 10:00 to 23:00 on Monday to Sundays and the delivery
service shall be carried out by operatives on foot or using non motorised bicycles only from
Grove Lane; no takeaway delivery shall take place by operatives using cars/vans at any time

Yours faithfully 
Michael Wood
Senior Planning Officer - Planning Enforcement

      Planning comment




